





WOLVERINE ON THE ALERT is seen in typical pose here, as safe situations, creature will habitually seek high b
it sniffs the air, More cautious than most animals, even in when awake, but when exhausted will go to sleep any i




This animal inhabits a vast area

to which it is peculiarly adapted

By PeTER KROTT

EW LARGE MAMMALS were as little known as the
wolverine, until recently. In fiction, this animal is
usually cast in a role best described as “the demon of the
North.” In scientific treatises—and, incidentally, in all too
few of them—the data concerning wolverines are often

" hoth incomplete and incorrect. Yet we should not be sur-

prised that this is so: the wolverine lives in very small
numbers in some of the most solitary and inaccessible
regions on earth, It is restless, exiremely cautious and
suspicious of man. Therefore, even the most enthusiastic
field zoologist, roving the northern forests, will seldom
meet a wolverine, let alone be able to study one closely.

In his excellent study of the wolves of Mount McKinley
for instance, the mammalogist, Adolph Murie, says that
he never saw a wolverine, even though he frequently
identified the animals’ tracks. Murie found it no trouble,
however, to see and study the rest of the fauna of Mount
McKinley National Park. Until recently, then, one may
say that writers of fiction and zoologists alike depended
for wolverine lore upon what they heard from others.
In America, their principal sources of information were
Indians and trappers and, in Europe, the Laplanders, And
how unreliable these informants were! Indeed, there.is
no animal that the people of the northern regions detest
more. It is easy to imagine the tales they tell. -

WoLvERINE ON THE PROWL climbs on to fence about aulhog;’s
cabin, Notoriously mischievous, the wolverine will make

WOLVERINE AT PLAY momentarily pauses while rolling in the
snow, a very frequent habit even when animal is traveling.

URING almost twenty years of residence in Northern
Lurope, I have come in very close contact with this
strange animal. As I grew more and more interested, 1
finally decided to remove to the land of the wolverines
for a certain time, so that I might literally live with them
and study their behavior. This seemed the only practical
way to learn something of the habits of these shy animals.
In the forests of Sweden, where I undertook my major
experiment, four wolverines—which I took from their

apparently wanton havoe of everything within reach; but

¢ playful exploration is part of animal’s way of learning.
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